CHAPTER VII
THE CHICAGO WORLD'S FAIR

THE Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893 was an
interesting incident in the lif e of George Westinghouse and
in the history of the Westinghouse Electric Company, and
there were picturesque, not to say dramatic, situations,
which brought out daring and resource. A certain shrewd
university president said that we must think of arctic ex-
ploration as a high form of sport. There was some high
sport in this World's Fair adventure.

On May 23, 1892, the Westinghouse Company took the
lighting contract at a price much below the bid made on
behalf of the Edison General Electric Company, its only
serious competitor. The story is that the saving to the
Exposition Company was something like $1,000,000, which
may well have been, as the unit prices were about as one
to three. The Edison General Electric Company counted
on its strong patent situation, and Westinghouse set high
value on the advertising element. His company lost money
directly, but its technical success had a great effect on the
Niagara Falls contract then pending, and on the whole
struggle between direct current and alternating current,
and it is hard to exaggerate the world importance of that
struggle.

This exposition was one of the famous world's fairs, in
the supreme beauty of buildings and grounds, in the num-
ber and variety of exhibits drawn from all the world, and
in the number of visitors. Never before had so much arti-